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Saint Mary’s College has dealt with its 
share of instances that conflict with the 
college’s core values. The most recent event 
involved, Raina León, an Associate Professor 
for the School of Education.
Before Saint Mary’s students left for Eas-
ter recess, a bias incident occurred between 
León and a student. Detailed in her essay 
titled “Don’t Let Them Steal Your Joy,” León 
wrote of her experience where a passing in-
dividual delivered a racially obscene remark; 
“That’s when I heard it. One word. The most 
toxic word. I have been called it before but 
not for many years. N*****.” The instance 
happened when León was retrieving books 
from her car in a campus parking lot. 
Further describing the event, León wrote: 
“Though the epithet came from behind me, 
it was clearly directed at me. I was the only 
black person there – a lone woman in an iso-
lated parking lot. I don’t recall hearing them 
say another word. I do know they were cam-
pus athletes wearing team attire.” Shortly 
after, León submitted an incident report to 
the Bias Incident Report Team (BIRT).
After providing an account as to how the 
event unfolded, León continued her essay 
by describing how she felt after the incident, 
and how she responded after filing a BIRT 
report. She also continued her discussion on 
color and racial discrimination.
In light of the incident, the College re-
sponded one week after León’s essay was 
published on Vitae—a part of the well-
known Chronicle of Higher Education. The 
response consisted of a school-wide e-mail 
sent out by President James Donahue. 
President Donahue stated in the e-mail 
that “investigations began and continue” 
by Public Safety. He also provided that the 
individual directly responsible for “hurling 
the epithet” has yet to be identified. Presi-
dent Donahue offered further information in 
his e-mail: “College Athletics is one of select 
departments on campus that will be work-
ing with the Chief Diversity Officer (CDO) 
to complete diversity workshops designed 
specifically to raise the level of awareness 
and inclusion in a manner most appropriate 
for that unit.”
President Donahue’s e-mail concluded 
with remarks towards the “uninterrupted” 
presence of racism and bias in society, and 
“regrettably among us.” He said, “I ask you 
to support and embrace our collective ef-
forts to become the Catholic and Lasallian 
community we aspire to be. Only by doing so, 
will we enable inclusion, equity, and respect 
for all persons to become a genuine reality at 
Saint Mary’s.”
To supplement the e-mail sent out by 
President Donahue, CDO Tomas Gomez-
Arias also provided feedback. “There have 
been interventions with the team we believe 
was most closely related to the incident al-
ready,” he said. “We are assessing what are 
the existing workshops for athletes, coaches, 
and staff in Athletics; matching them against 
learning outcomes derived from the Organi-
zational Development Model of Inclusion 
framework we are using to organize our 
equity and inclusion efforts at Saint Mary’s; 
and identifying what new workshops are 
appropriate.” Gomez-Arias anticipates that 
new workshops will be starting in the coming 
fall semester.
Commenting on the College’s response, 
Gomez-Arias stated, “[BIRT’s] initial focus 
was on the safety of Professor León, and the 
investigation by Public Safety of who the 
perpetrators might be, leaving educational 
or disciplinary interventions until we had 
more clarity on who had been involved.” He 
also added: “We could have put an earlier 
emphasis on the educational piece. Better 
communication with Professor León could 
have helped us understand that urgency.”
Other individuals from the College have 
also given feedback. Professor Claude Mala-
ry —who teaches in the World Languages and 
Culture department —provided feedback 
on the situation: “My initial reaction was 
mixed. On the one hand, I was shocked that 
something so stereotypically, so grotesquely 
racist happened to her on this campus. Usu-
ally, racist incidents here are more subtle, 
more borderline, more “civilized”…On the 
THE INCIDENT raises the question of how efficient and effective BIRT reports are. (Courtesy of Flickr)
Hate crime committed against Professor Raina León 
other hand, I was concerned that the circum-
stances made it such that the culprit would 
never be identified with any clarity. I was also 
concerned that an often motley group, called 
‘athletes,’ might be made to pay for the deed 
of one individual.” 
Malary also spoke on León’s essay; “I 
thought Raina’s essay maximized what the 
incident could have yielded. It’s a testament 
to the power of words, to the power of the 
writer.”
Professor Cynthia Ganote—who has 
taught Jan Term, Collegiate Seminar, and 
Ethnic Studies courses—also commented 
on the incident: “My first reaction was one 
of compassion and empathy for Professor 
León.” Ganote noted, “I was surprised at 
the overt nature of the racism, but I was not 
surprised that there was racism on campus.” 
When discussing the College’s recent at-
tempts to bridge the gap between minority 
groups and the community, Ganote stated, 
“When a place is really serious about the 
rules and systemic racism, the obvious 
saying is ‘this isn’t acceptable in our com-
munity.’ What is difficult then is getting 
the structures and the culture to change.” 
Ganote also acknowledged the College’s ef-
forts by stating, “We have a duty to not harm 
others in our community. We have to hold 
people accountable for what they say and 
what they do, and I see the university trying 
to change that.”
Jacob Turnrose was a contributor for this 
article. He interviewed Professor Cynthia 
Ganote for comments. 
BY ALEXA GAMBERO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Print newspaper necessary for campus culture
EDITORIAL
The Collegian exists to offer our com-
munity a space to share their voices. 
The operation of The Collegian relies on 
funding from the Associated Students. 
In the past, we have had a budget that 
incorporated funding for up to 25 issues 
of the print newspaper, with some of the 
costs offset by a $5,000 fund raising ex-
pectation, which has required us to sell 
advertisements in our print newspapers. 
In my four years of experience on the 
editorial staff of The Collegian, I have 
noticed our allocated funds being cut each 
year, despite the fact that printing costs 
tend to increase. 
The allocated funds for each chartered 
student organization are relatively easy 
to find. This year, I was able to walk right 
into Student Involvement and Leader-
ship and pick up a packet that listed the 
proposed budgets that the Associated Stu-
dents and Finance Committee allocated 
to the student organizations on campus. 
The Collegian is thankful to have received 
allocated funds for the upcoming academ-
ic year. However, I found it completely 
disheartening to find that our funding 
has been cut by $7,000. That is 50 percent 
of our printing budget. It is true that we 
did not meet our fund raising goal this 
year, but we have been transparent with 
the Associated Students representatives 
about our shortcomings since before the 
end of the fall semester. 
see EDITORIAL, page 3
The idea of reducing 
The Collegian to an 
online publication 
is insulting.
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where cynics abound,
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it wasn’t available before,
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                   —Ted Turner
Crime Beat
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4/18/17 8:06 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Damage 
Synopsis: Back window shattered 
from baseball in Baseball Parking 
Lot; referred to Loss Prevention 
4/19/17 9:15 p.m.
Incident: Burglary/Theft 
Synopsis: Prescription medication 
missing from student’s room in 
Justin Hall; referred to Residential 
Experience & Community Life 
4/20/17  10:45 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Viola-
tion 
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana 
and paraphernalia in Sabatte Hall; 
referred to Community Life 
4/22/17  3:45 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Viola-
tion 
Synopsis: Intoxicated and verbally 
combative student in Oliver Hall; 
referred to Community Life 
4/23/17  1:45 a.m.
Incident: Sexual Assault 
Synopsis: Sexual assault in residence 
hall- under investigation; referred to 
Community Life 
4/25/17 10:40 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student with allergic re-
action in De La Salle- administered 
Epipen, not transported; referred to 
Health & Wellness Center 
4/25/17  10:57 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student with allergic re-
action in De La Salle administered 
2 shots of Epipen, transported to 
Kaiser WC; referred to Health & 
Wellness Center 
4/26/17 5:45 p.m.
Incident: Vandalism 
Synopsis: Graffiti on stairwell wall 
Annual Spring Concert features performance by Marc E. Bassy
in Ageno A; referred to Facilities 
Services 
4/26/17  9:10 p.m.
Incident: Theft 
Synopsis: Missing personal items 
from residence room in Assumption 
Hall; case suspended 
4/27/17  8:45 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Viola-
tion 
Synopsis: Underaged intoxicated 
student in Justin Hall- transport-
ed to John Muir Medical Center; 
referred to Community Life and 
Health & Wellness Center
THE SPRING CONCERT brought the community together. (Courtesy of @smc_cab)
On Saturday, April 29, students 
met at Moraga Commons Park for 
CAB’s annual Spring Concert. Ice 
cream cones and taco plates were 
spotted in the hands of those who 
attended. Because the weather 
was nearly 80 degrees, concert at-
tire consisted of flowy sundresses, 
sunglasses, patterned swim trunks, 
and summer sandals. This year’s set 
list consisted of 10 Suite Minutes, 
Caleborate, and Marc E. Bassy.
The concert opened with this 
year’s Battle of the Bands winner 10 
Suite Minutes. Band members Bryce 
Woodward, Cameron Poletti, Rob 
Gonzales, James Morris, and Charlie 
Crockett covered popular songs such 
as Jon Bellion’s “All Time Low” and 
“I Will Wait” by Mumford and Sons. 
The band’s chemistry with the audi-
ence, consisting of classmates and 
friends, was transparent in the faces 
of those before the stage.
BY ADRIANA AVILA
STAFF WRITER
Bay Area artist, Caleborate, per-
formed second. The rapper, who 
sported a Saint Mary’s t-shirt, shared 
many songs including “The Juice” 
and one he wrote for his moth-
er titled,“Good Great.” When his 
mother asked him about a future 
career, besides music, his reply was 
that, “Nothing else makes me this 
happy.” His infectious, high energy 
had the crowd interacting with him 
the entire time. At one point in the 
show, three Saint Mary’s students 
joined him on stage to dance and 
pump up the audience. After the 
concert, the artist tweeted in all caps, 
“Saint Mary’s is the school I wanted 
to go to for college since I was 14 I 
just performed there and they loved 
it dream come true!!!!!”
The strength of the barricades was 
tested when the final artist, Marc E. 
Bassy, performed. The crowd went 
wild when the singer walked on 
stage. Known for collaborating with 
well-recognized Bay Area rapper 
G-Eazy, Bassy sang the hits “Show 
Me” and “You & Me.” Bassy also 
sang “Lock it Up,” a song he has with 
Bay Area singer, Kehlani. Alongside 
Bassy was DJ Shabazz who closed 
the concert with a mix of songs that 
kept the crowd dancing until the end.
Fans, new and old, came together 
to enjoy a warm afternoon of free 
music and good company. Special 
thanks to the associated students of 
Campus Activity Board (CAB) for 
all of their hard work before, during, 
and after this successful event. Be 
sure to follow CAB on social media @
smc_cab for more information about 
upcoming events.
John Diaz to give undergrad commencement address
BY JACOB TURNROSE
OPINION EDITOR
On Saturday, May 27, John Diaz 
will address this year’s graduating 
class as the commencement keynote 
speaker. Diaz has been the opinion 
page editor for the San Francisco 
Chronicle since 1996. Recently, Diaz 
moderated a panel conversation 
with three of the nominees for the 
2017 Visionary of the Year award. 
This award was started by the Saint 
Mary’s School of Economics and 
Business Administration in part-
nership with the Chronicle. The 
Collegian had the pleasure of inter-
viewing Diaz.
How did you get involved in 
journalism? Why?
I became interested in the news 
(especially sports and politics) at a 
young age. I delivered the Oakland 
Tribute (then an afternoon paper) 
while I was in junior high in Liver-
more, and I always felt a sense of 
excitement as the truck was pulling 
up at “the shack” where the carri-
ers gathered to get their papers for 
delivery. As I was folding papers, I 
often found myself enthralled with 
the news on the front page. I joined 
my high school paper in my senior 
year (El Vaquerito, Livermore High) 
and found that I really enjoyed it. 
When I got to college (Humboldt 
State), I thought it would be fun 
to join the student newspaper, the 
Lumberjack, even though I was 
initially undeclared. I soon became 
a journalism major, and the only 
real question was whether I would 
go into print or broadcast. I took 
the first job I was offered, with the 
Red Bluff Daily News, circulation 
8,000 — covering everything from 
rodeos to fires to the Tehama County 
Board of Supervisors — and I never 
looked back.
Why do you think journalism 
is important, especially in today’s 
political climate? 
Journalism is more critical than 
ever in this era of “fake news” and a 
Trump administration determined 
to de-legitimize the media by calling 
us “enemies of the American people” 
and threatening to “loosen up” libel 
laws to make it easier for public 
figures to file lawsuits against news 
organizations. Journalism provides 
a vital independent watchdog over 
the government and the people in 
power. I also think this era only am-
plifies our burden to earn that public 
trust: by adhering to our values and 
standards of accuracy, fairness and 
accountability. 
As someone who’s been in it for 
so long, what are your reflections 
on journalism as a career? 
The business model of newspa-
pers has been challenged in many 
ways from the day I entered the 
profession: by television news, by 
changing work patterns and life-
styles, by economic cycles and, more 
recently, the Internet. Interestingly, 
the biggest impact from the Internet 
has been on advertising. There was a 
time not long ago where a business 
had to advertise in a big-city news-
paper to reach potential customers 
or job applicants. Not anymore. They 
can now easily connect with their 
customers directly in an individual-
ized way. As a result, our revenues 
shrank dramatically, and that forced 
deep cuts in newsroom staffing.
What advice do you have for 
student-journalists?
Be bold. Make a difference. Take 
on sensitive subjects. Be the go-to 
source for people in the campus 
community who want a straight-up 
account of what is happening.
What advice do you have for 
students interested in journalism 
as a career?
You don’t need to study journal-
ism to launch a career in the profes-
sion, but it is critical to get some 
hands-on experience at a student 
newspaper or broadcast station. 
Internships will give you a great 
edge when you apply for a job. In 
fact, some of our entry-level hires 
have had two or three internships. 
Also, don’t specialize too early, either 
in subject matter or medium. The 
more flexible you are, the better your 
chances of getting a job. And here’s 
the bright side: Our profession needs 
an infusion of young people who are 
digital natives and possess not just 
the technical skills, but a grasp of the 
new ways people are communicating 
with one another.
Generally speaking, what topic 
will be addressing during your 
commencement speech? 
I’m still formulating my thoughts 
— thanks for asking, you’re prod-
ding me to get going on this! — but 
the general theme will be the threat 
to truth and knowledge we’re see-
ing today in the “real world.” Don’t 
worry, it won’t be a downer: I want 
to be positive on this special day for 
the Class of 2017, and talk about how 
each of you can apply the values and 
pursuit of knowledge to bring about 
change and offer an antidote to the 
cynicism and polarization that is so 
pervasive in society. I also promise 
to keep it succinct: I am very aware 
that this is the graduates’ day, and the 
last thing they want or need is a long 
speech. I am extremely honored to 
be invited to join this great occasion.
Campus 
Calendar
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
Questions of Belief: Miguel de 
Unamuno
Tuesday, May 2
1:15-2:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu 
Gender and Emotional Expres-
sion
Wednesday, May 3
1:00-2:30 p.m.
Filippi Academic Hall 145
Contact Arthur Ritmeester or 
Cynthia Cutshall
X4364
20th Asian Cultural Night: The 
Rebellion - Here We Stand
Thursday, May 4
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga 
Room
x8317 
Star Wars Trivia
Thursday, May 4
8:00 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
rha@stmarys-ca.edu 
BBQ with RHA
Saturday, May 6
1:00 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
rha@stmarys-ca.edu  
Jazz Band Concert
Saturday, May 6
5:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge 
Contact John Maltester
jfm2@stmarys-ca.edu  
Questions of Honor, in Homer 
and Today
Monday, May 8
1:15-2:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu 
Staff Council: Meeting
Tuesday, May 9
12:00-1:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge
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The first time I stepped on to 
Saint Mary’s campus I cried and 
broke out into hives. Do not be 
mistaken, these were not tears 
of joy. I did not want to go here. 
I was terrified of ending up in 
the isolated albeit picturesque 
town of Moraga. I’d wanted to 
go somewhere metropolitan, 
a place where students spent 
their free time discussing Ca-
mus and Sartre (a place largely 
created in my imagination).  
Saint Mary’s wasn’t the place 
I wanted to go, it was the place 
I needed to go. I can’t thank the 
fates enough for going against 
the judgment of my 17-year-old 
self. My cynicism was met with 
an unfamiliar kind of sincerity 
that gradually began to pervade 
my own mindset.
I was able to form friendships 
with my professors, who turned 
out to be some of the most in-
telligent and kind individuals 
I’ve met. When I questioned a 
concept, I was provided with 
opportunities to sit down and 
argue about them. Every time I 
expressed interest in a new sub-
ject, they steered me towards 
new authors, painters, and phi-
losophers, always eager to share 
their vast wealth of knowledge 
with a curious mind.
I didn’t have a college experi-
ence that resembled anything 
remotely similar to those of my 
friends from high school. Saint 
Mary’s was not a platform for 
“fun” in the traditional sense 
of the word. It was a time of in-
tense intellectual growth where 
opportunities to push myself 
to the absolute limit were pre-
sented. I only had to ask.
Despite my dubious expecta-
tions, I became fond of Saint 
Mary’s. Now, as my departure 
from its stucco walls, forests, 
and hills comes near, I feel con-
fident in my abilities to meet 
the world.
I found kind mentors amongst 
the staff of The Collegian and 
amidst my supervisors at Col-
lege Communications. I can’t 
thank my predecessors enough 
for including me on the The 
Collegian staff.  I’ve had the 
pleasure of getting to know hard 
working, passionate individuals 
who have dedicated countless 
hours to putting together the 
newspaper week after week.
My appreciation for Saint 
Mary’s doesn’t just amount to 
a simple warm and fuzzy feel-
ing. I was skeptical from the 
beginning and didn’t expect to 
come away with much besides 
a diploma and a shot at gradu-
ate school.
But here I am, planning on 
traveling almost 3,000 miles 
to one of the largest cities in 
the world feeling more than a 
twinge of sadness. So, my final 
broadcast to you, fellow Saint 
Mary’s students, is to cherish 
the support you have now. Take 
advantage of the brilliant minds 
that have dedicated their time 
to instructing you. Appreciate 
the faculty who care enough 
to challenge you, who consider 
your humanness and are willing 
to treat you as such. Take it from 
a cynic, this place, this bubble 
of higher education, is truly 
exceptional and with a blink of 
the eye, your time will be over.
A farewell, a few reflections, and a bit of advice 
BY SOFIA JEREMIAS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
EDITORIAL
Saint Mary’s celebrates the 11th annual Polynesian Lu’au
THE LU’AU featured performances like spoken word pieces and hula sets. (Courtesy of @stmarysca)
For the 11th annual Polynesian 
Cultural Night, popularly known 
as the Lu’au, students from all 
racial backgrounds participated 
in sharing and celebrating life on 
the islands through the theme 
Uncharted Waters. This sold-out 
event included the best that all 
the cultural nights have to offer 
their guests: performances and 
delicious Hawaiian food. Trans-
formed into the perfect setting 
for a Lu’au, guests flooded the 
Soda Center brimming with 
excitement for the night ahead. 
The event started by introduc-
ing the members of the executive 
team and a call-and-response 
pre-dinner blessing in Hawaiian.
 Guests were then treated to a 
spread including a springy kale 
salad with mango, chicken long 
rice, mahi mahi, and roast pig 
with crispy skin. For dessert, 
there was a coconut-pineapple 
cake, petite fruit tarts, a spread 
of summer fruits, and ice cream. 
Prior to each performance, 
a short video summary by the 
set director was played where 
they explained how the overall 
theme influenced their set or 
performance. 
The night included several 
Tahitian and hula sets, a power-
fully deep, spoken word piece, 
two vocal performances, and two 
BY KIANA LEI-YAP
STAFF WRITER
hilarious videos about difficult-
to-pronounce Chamorro and 
Hawaiian pidgin-style phrases. 
The performance that closed 
out the evening was a beau-
tifully choreographed, tradi-
tional Tahitian Otea dance by 
Alakoka Kailahi who brought in 
live drummers from her studio 
to play alongside the dancers. 
Guests were wowed and fully 
entertained by both the dancers 
and the drummers, who stayed 
to play during the cast’s ending 
bows.
Jacob San Nicolas, the Event 
Planner for the Lu’au, shared 
some advice for those who want 
to participate in the Lu’au in the 
future by saying, “Though the 
dances may seem intimidating 
or connecting with the culture 
is difficult, [they are] beyond 
enjoyable to be in. We want you 
to experience, even if it’s just a 
glimpse, of what our culture is 
and how you can be a part of it.” 
Co-Chair and veteran execu-
tive team member for the Lu’au, 
Gloria Palma, commented on 
how celebrating and sharing 
her Polynesian culture through 
Lu’au has shaped her time at 
Saint Mary’s. “My time here at 
[Saint Mary’s] has been one of 
self-reflection and discovery, 
identity-wise.” Palma continued, 
“The place where I felt most 
comfortable, most confident, 
was during the Lu’au process. 
To be able to share that piece 
of my identity, my home, with 
everyone on campus is some-
thing that I’ll cherish forever… I 
always made it a commitment to 
remember who I am, and where 
I come from. And that’s very 
special to me.”
The Lu’au is known for its 
relaxed island vibe that the 
organizers created for their 
guests and audience, but it also 
showcases the “power behind 
the small islands,” according to 
San Nicolas. 
With each year, this event al-
lows participants, special guests, 
and audience members to be 
given new experiences, where 
they may immerse themselves in 
the celebration of the diversity of 
Pacific Island cultures. 
EDITORIAL: Collegian budget cuts compromise journalistic integrity
The Collegian has been part of 
Saint Mary’s for over 100 years. 
We print weekly, with no inten-
tion of reducing the frequency 
of our production. Our funding 
cut is seemingly justified by the 
allure of the internet that has 
reduced other student, local, 
and national publications to 
transition to online-only pub-
lishing. One solution that we 
have been offered to alleviate 
the budget decrease is to alter-
nate between publishing our 
newspaper in print and online. 
This would not help us, because 
as it stands, we do not have the 
web support we need to keep 
up with a constantly engaging 
online resource in addition to 
maintaining the integrity of our 
print newspaper. Switching to 
online publishing would put us 
at a disadvantage monetarily, 
because we only offer print 
advertising. So, we would only 
have half of the chances to raise 
the same amount of money that 
we have always been tasked with 
earning.
In addition to offering adver-
tising opportunities to com-
munity organizations, we hold 
ourselves to a high journalistic 
standard, which aligns directly 
with the academic integrity 
that our college boasts about. I 
predict that a transition to on-
line publishing will degrade our 
publication by turning it into 
clickbait.
The Collegian is not only about 
readership. We rely on student 
contributions for writing and 
editing. Our contributors get 
to have their names on a byline 
in a tangible, award-winning 
publication, which has helped 
countless students earn oppor-
tunities for employment. Plus, 
it is indescribably satisfying to 
see your own name, or the name 
of a friend or classmate, in print. 
A print newspaper takes time, 
talent, and dedication to put 
together. The idea of reducing 
The Collegian to an online pub-
lication is insulting. We will not 
erase a century of integrity be-
cause of feigned support by the 
committees that allocate fund-
ing to student organizations. 
Moving forward, I urge ev-
eryone to keep reading The 
Collegian and offering your 
feedback. I would like to con-
tinue to encourage all of you to 
contribute to our newspaper by 
writing, taking photos, reading 
our printed newspaper, or shar-
ing our already-existing online 
content with others. We value 
every person who takes the time 
to contribute to our campus cul-
ture of caring and transparency. 
Thank you for your support.
“My time here 
has been one of 
self-reflection and 
discovery, identity 
wise. The place 
where I felt most 
comfortable, most 
confident, was during 
the Lu’au process.”
hard enough trying to avoid get-
ting sick at college. 
So, while these bottles are an 
amazing invention, I don’t see it 
really taking over all bottles. I’m 
not planning on getting rid of my 
S’well bottle anytime soon, but 
I can totally see the Ooho being 
used in places like marathons 
or concerts and other outdoor 
events that generally produce 
a whole lot of waste. It’s most 
definitely something to keep an 
eye out for in the future. Maybe 
one day we will all be popping 
orbs of liquids into our mouths 
instead of drinking from a glass 
or bottle.
Moraga’s Humble Yoga offers a chance to strengthen
BY TORI METHOD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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If you are a Saint Mary’s stu-
dent, you are well aware of the 
beauty of our brand new rec-
reation center. Complete with 
basketball courts, state of the 
art equipment, a pool, and even 
a rock-climbing wall, this place 
makes working out sound like a 
day at a resort. Yet, it turns out 
that even in top-notch facilities, 
the same old routine of lifting 
weights and watching Food 
Network on the stair climber 
can become a little monotonous. 
It was this boredom, paired 
with the stress of midterms, that 
lead me on the short five minute 
drive from Saint Mary’s to Hum-
ble Yoga. Founded just a few 
months ago by cousins Esther 
Song Jun and Tiffany  Song Stef-
fan, Humble Yoga is surprisingly 
one of the only yoga studios in 
Moraga, so imagine my excite-
ment when I learned that the 
studio offers a 10-day free trial. 
At 6:00 a.m. on the morning of a 
midterm, I was greeted with the 
enthusiasm and warmth of both 
Tiffany and Esther for Esther’s 
Sunrise Morning Flow Class. 
Complete with tasteful decor, 
aromatherapy diffusers, soft 
music and inspiring messages, 
the studio is incredibly—dare 
I say it—Zen. As I settled into 
our first pose, my mind wan-
dered off. Would I have to go 
to the gym after this? When 
will I study? Is Food Network 
even on today? However, after 
an intense class of breathing, 
stretching, and strengthening, 
I emerged sweat drenched and 
with only one concern: 10 days 
would not be nearly enough. 
When former attorney Esther 
COUSINS ESTHER AND TIFFANY are bringing the Moraga community the opportunity to breathe and stretch their limits . (Courtesy of Real Nameo)
Song Jun first moved to Moraga 
from Los Angeles with her hus-
band and two children, she had 
no idea that less than a year and 
a half later she would be opening 
a yoga studio. After discover-
ing the lack of studios in the 
area, Esther decided to follow 
her passion and share her love 
for yoga with the community 
through teaching. 
Tiffany, still living in LA and 
working in the corporate fash-
ion world, decided to join Esther 
in this dream. Just a few months 
later she would move to Moraga, 
where the cousins would kick off 
their teaching careers by getting 
to know their audience. After 
setting up mirrors, mats, and 
aromatherapy, the duo taught 
yoga in their very own backyard 
to friends, community mem-
bers, and even held separate 
children’s classes. They then 
got to know a different audience 
by teaching yoga to seniors in 
Ageis, an assisted living commu-
nity located directly across the 
street from the current Humble 
Yoga Studio. 
Their accommodation to all 
different types of “yogi’s” shines 
through in their very unique 
class schedule. 
Not only does the studio of-
fer classes specifically for se-
niors and children of different 
age groups, but they also offer 
classes with varying intensities, 
including a high paced “flex” 
class, which uses weights. “Ad-
dicting ” and “de-stressing ” are 
buzzwords you will hear outside 
the studio, used by everyone 
from experienced yogi’s to dad’s 
and their daughters. 
Wearing a bright smile fol-
lowing another successful class, 
Esther explained: “Our own 
love for yoga, and how much it 
has helped us in our own lives, 
drives our desire to spread that 
passion to other people, and 
help them to find their prac-
tice.” 
If you are looking for a way 
to escape the pressure of ev-
eryday life, or are simply fed up 
with the same old gym routine, 
I highly recommend heading 
over to Country Club Dr. to give 
Humble Yoga a try.
Spring Ball 
will be a 
24K Magic 
wonderland
BY RAMYA RAMAMOORTHY 
STAFF WRITER
The annual Spring Ball, which will 
be hosted by Gael Sisterhood, Gael 
Brotherhood, and the Residence 
Hall Association, will be held at the 
Soda Center on Saturday, May 13, 
and the theme is 24K Magic. Alexa 
Graziani, the President of Gael Sis-
terhood, explained that Spring Ball 
is a great way to get the Saint Mary’s 
community together for a night of 
fun while also donating to charity. 
This year, one of the biggest dif-
ferences is that students get to vote 
on which charity organization they 
would like their money to go toward. 
Once all the tickets are sold, the 
three co-sponsors will count the 
votes and decide which organiza-
tion will receive a percentage of the 
money from the Spring Ball. If that’s 
not enough to get you to come to 
the big night, Alexa Graziani adds, 
“This year there will be delicious 
mocktails and desserts to enjoy 
when taking a break from dancing, 
as well as photo booths so guests 
can take pictures to remember the 
evening by.” 
The three on-campus groups have 
been working hard on the Spring 
Ball. Sarah Chan, one of the Gael 
Sisterhood Special Events and Fun-
draising Chairs, explained that the 
brainstorming process for this event 
started in February and they are 
currently polishing their final work. 
When asked about the process of 
planning this fun event, Sarah Chan 
explained, “We created commit-
tees so each of us can be in charge 
of something: there’s an [admin-
istrator], who oversees the whole 
process and lends a helping hand 
when needed, a food representative, 
who looks up possible food options 
and contacts Sodexo regarding the 
food we want, two representatives 
for promoting Spring Ball, creating 
posters, posting on social media, 
and helping with ticket deliveries, 
and two decorating representatives, 
who brainstorm ideas of how we can 
transform the Soda Center into a 
24K Magic wonderland. The Gael 
Sisterhood Marketing Intern is cre-
ating a Snapchat filter so people can 
use the filter during Spring Ball. We 
meet once a week for about an hour 
to update what we have done for the 
week and go over what we have to do 
for the coming week.” 
The planning for the Spring Ball 
has been thorough and extensive. 
Despite the event being about two 
weeks away, the excitement for the 
Spring Ball has already started. Ae-
dan Richter, a member of Gael Sis-
terhood, said, “I’m looking forward 
to spending time with my friends 
the most. I also am excited to see 
the decorations. I think they will be 
really classy and will hopefully live 
up to the theme.” Speaking of excite-
ment, a lot of clothing stores are cur-
rently having their spring sales. This 
is the perfect time to buy a new outfit 
or to wear that dress that you never 
wore because you thought it was too 
fancy. Regardless of how you decide 
to dress up, Spring Ball is guaranteed 
to be a blast, so instead of living this 
experience through someone else’s 
Snapchat story, take a night off to 
experience some 24K Magic.
As we have come to realize, 
our way of life is harmful to our 
one and only planet. Brilliant 
minds have have come together 
to make our lifestyles more sus-
tainable. It’s amazing to see the 
technology people have invented 
to help correct the problems we 
humans have caused, such as 
pollution in the ocean, reduced 
air quality, over consumption 
and many other detrimental 
actions. 
One way people have been 
cutting back on waste is with 
reusable water bottles. My fam-
ily is rather sustainable, and we 
have been using reusable water 
bottles for as long as I can re-
member. My home state is less 
sustainable, with no bans on 
plastic bags and people drinking 
only single-use bottled water 
that they proceed not to recycle 
afterward. One girl at my high 
school had a reusable water 
bottle, but she would use bottled 
water to fill hers up because she 
didn’t like the taste of tap water. 
Ridiculous, I know. 
Now, going to college in Cali-
fornia, it’s a breath of fresh air 
(literally) to see people using 
reusable grocery bags, biking 
instead of driving, but mostly, 
using reusable water bottles. It’s 
comical to me how there is so 
much status placed on owning 
a Hydro Flask. They’re every-
where. In the past year or so, 
it’s become what all the “cool” 
kids have.
Soon though, Hydro Flasks, 
and other reusable water bot-
tles, may be eclipsed by a new 
“ bottle” of sorts. The Ooho 
water is a new invention be-
ing produced by the Skipping 
Rocks Lab. Their statement on 
the website is “We make pack-
aging disappear.” The Ooho 
water “bottle” is a membrane 
produced from seaweed that 
is completely biodegradable. It 
takes roughly four to six weeks 
to do so. It is also digestible 
and can hold water and other 
fluids. It’s essentially a squishy 
clear ball of water roughly the 
size of an egg. 
Skipping Rocks Lab’s goal 
is to “to create a waste-free 
alternatives to plastic bottles 
/ cups / plates / you name it,” 
and with the Ooho they just 
might. Currently their focus, 
or selling point, is that it can be 
used at things like marathons, 
replacing the paper cups that 
runners throw on the ground, 
or outdoor events where peo-
ple don’t want to carry around 
a bottle. 
The Ooho must be consumed 
in a timely fashion since they 
only stay good for a couple of 
days, which I can see as a setback 
since stores are used to having 
water bottles sit on their shelves 
for months or even years without 
going bad. Also, it seems a little 
problematic production-wise if 
there is going to be a constant 
demand for fresh Ooho bottles. 
Being a germaphobe, I have 
to point out the fact that these 
bottles, unlike a metal, glass, or 
plastic ones won’t keep dirt or 
anything out because you liter-
ally consume the outside and all. 
I would in no way feel comfort-
able setting my Ooho down on 
a classroom table. It’s already 
BY AEDAN RICHTER
STAFF WRITER
The Ooho: the sustainable water “bottle” of the future?
AN OOHO is a waste-free alternative to plastic water bottles. (Courtesy of Movie<Mint)
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PFA provides welcome alternative to contemporary cinema
BY SOFIA JEREMIAS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
We’ve entered a post- Oscars 
cinematic dry spell. Everytime I 
pull up the newest releases I am met 
with disappointing headlines that 
feature mindless violence or insipid 
children’s films. “Boss Baby?” What 
even is that? Have studio execs 
started pulling words out of a hat, 
putting them together, and calling 
it a film? On second thought, disap-
pointing doesn’t even begin to de-
scribe it. So, what does the cinephile 
with a desire to leave the house (and 
avoid becoming agoraphobic) do?
Well, if you too are a bit of a 
film snob (and by a “bit” I mean 
huge) there’s a place for you: the 
Pacific Film Archives (PFA). The 
PFA is conveniently located a few 
blocks from the Downtown Berke-
ley BART stop and housed in the 
Berkeley Art Museum. An eight dol-
lar ticket also includes entry to the 
museum, so if you come a little early 
As I have made my way 
through higher education, and 
lived through new experiences 
that come with it, my mind has 
been exposed to new concepts 
and perspectives. I want to pref-
ace this observational piece on 
contemporary feminism with-
in our culture by stating that 
I consider myself extremely 
lucky to have had the exposure 
and guidance that I have. That 
being said, I also recognize the 
amount of growth and content 
I will continue to be exposed to, 
which will undoubtedly evolve 
my understanding of this multi-
layered subject. 
We have heard critiques, such 
as statements that contempo-
rary feminism is more of an an-
ti-male tirade than a quest for 
equality, along with supportive 
statements, such as women’s 
continual struggle for equal pay 
has made significant progress 
over the years. We have heard 
calls for action, as women’s 
marches across the country 
demanded more equality and 
protection of women’s rights. 
We have heard pleas for peace, 
reminding American women 
of the privilege we experience 
already, while women across 
the world are still shunned for 
pursuing an education. These 
conflicting messages, while 
each holding truth, honestly 
confused me. As a white female 
Looking at contemporary feminism
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR
in America, I need to be con-
stantly reminded of the privi-
lege I have. I am able to speak 
my mind, pursue an education, 
wear what I please, and apply 
for any job that I would like. At 
the same time, I am also aware 
of the wage gap very present in 
any profession I pursue; I see 
the affects of misogyny, sexism, 
and ultimately rape culture on 
my campus. I cannot help but 
notice both the blessings and 
persecution women around me 
face in our country. 
One of the most noted femi-
nist critiques is Jessa Crispin, 
author of “I Am Not a Feminist.” 
In an interview with WBUR, 
Crispin asked how it is possible 
that 53 percent of white women 
voted for Donald Trump—and 
that many of them consider 
themselves feminists? Her an-
swer is part of a scathing take-
down of modern feminism—
which she says has become too 
mainstream and fashionable—
to the point that it seeks to join 
the male-dominated corporate 
culture that it once opposed. 
Crispin brings up the reality 
of 2017 feminism, which lacks 
focus on politics but often ex-
cludes women of color/homo-
sexual women/trans women. In 
The Huffington Post, journalist 
Lauren Masservey, shared her 
criticism of contemporary femi-
nist acts, saying: “This kind of 
attitude makes everyone forget 
the heart of the issue: that wom-
en are seeking EQUALITY, not 
superiority.” She emphasized 
that true feminism is based on 
respect, not only for women, but 
for other genders as well. Wom-
en cannot live in a fair world 
where another gender or group 
of people are being oppressed. 
These statements resonate with 
me, as I have witnessed one 
too many vulgar Twitter rants 
gone wrong. While it is a bless-
ing that as American women 
we have protected freedom of 
speech, our words and inten-
tions should reflect the serious-
ness and truth of our situation. 
A major recent success for 
feminism was the wave of 2017 
Women’s Marches that took 
place across our country. From 
Washington, D.C. outwards, 
women and their allies came 
together to protest equality for 
all. A beautiful aspect of these 
marches was that they showed 
support for other minority 
groups, such as Black Lives Mat-
ter, climate change support, and 
immigrant’s rights. The march 
was also 100-percent violence-
free, which made a huge state-
ment about the activists them-
selves. This march is successful 
feminism in action. Feminism 
has radically changed the world 
we live in, from voting rights 
to scientific discoveries, edu-
cation opportunities to legal 
abortions. While feminism has 
room for improvement, we can 
still recognize and appreciate 
its contributions to equality 
throughout history. 
you can spend time browsing their 
impressive collection ranging from 
the ultra modern to Buddhist art. 
Over the years I’ve enjoyed a 
wide range of features at the PFA. 
I had the pleasure of watching 
Orson Welles’s “Chimes at Mid-
night,” Hitchcock’s “Vertigo,” and 
Bresson’s “L’Argent.” The Truffaut 
| Hitchcock retrospective last sum-
mer was one of my favorite events. 
The retrospective explored the 
well documented relationship the 
two famous directors had, plus it 
provided fans with the opportunity 
to revisit some of their favorite fea-
tures on the big screen.
 Not only does the PFA specialize 
in showing the highest quality ver-
sions of the world’s classics, it draws 
in quite a crowd. When attempting 
to get into an Ozu double feature on 
a Friday night the theater was sold 
out. That’s right. There was a high 
demand for black and white 1940s 
Japanese films. 
Cinephiles can feel at home in the 
PFA. You can’t buy popcorn or soda, 
but you’ll be surrounded by Berke-
ley types who bring books to the 
movies. Plus, there are no obnoxious 
advertisements preceding the show. 
Oftentimes, they’ll recruit an 
expert speaker for a Q&A after 
the showing at no extra cost to 
the viewer. Basically, you can get 
a homemade film degree. I’ve got-
ten the chance to see films I love 
restored and played the way they 
were intended to be. Plus, I’ve 
been exposed to directors I’d never 
heard of. 
When I’m feeling antsy and the 
new releases leave me feeling un-
inspired, I head down to the PFA 
to discover the past. If you need 
some extra incentive, the infamous 
libertarian hotdog place Top Dog 
is across the street. If you’re veg-
etarian, you can still indulge in the 
Americana and order their meat-
less option while glancing at anti-
government propaganda pasted to 
the walls. THE PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE provides a great option for cinephiles. (Courtesy of BART)
OITNB season five expected to resolve show’s cliffhangers
BY ELIZABETH MAGNO
CHIEF COPY EDITOR
“Orange is the New Black” (OI-
TNB) is a Netflix original that pre-
miered in 2013. The show is based 
on a memoir of the same title: 
Orange is the New Black: My Year 
in a Women’s Prison. It centers on 
an inmate named Piper Chapman 
(Taylor Schilling) who, during her 
time (so far) in the prison, meets 
new friends and enemies, finds her 
niche in the prison, and unknow-
ingly evolves into a new person. 
Caution: if you’re not caught up 
on “Orange is the New Black,” or 
intend on starting the show, this 
article contains spoilers. 
The show continues its success, 
as the Netflix original was renewed 
for seasons five, six, and seven 
just last year. Season five will be 
picking up right where season 
four finished; the entire season, 
though, will take place over the 
course of three days — according 
to the show’s producers. 
So far, the show has covered 
many story arcs, including Piper’s 
initial entrance into Litchfield 
Penitentiary; Daya (Dascha Polan-
co) and Bennett’s (Matt McGorry) 
relationship; Vee (Yvonne Parker) 
and Red’s (Kate Mulgrew) rivalry; 
and all of the underground and cor-
rupt business going on throughout 
Litchfield. This encompasses the 
actions of the owners, officers, 
employees, and inmates of the 
penitentiary. At the end of season 
four, viewers are left with the im-
age of Daya pointing a gun at Of-
ficer Thomas Humphrey (Michael 
Torpey). This was the result of an 
inmate riot against the officers and 
owners of Litchfield, and Poussey’s 
(Samira Riley) death. 
Because season five covers only 
three days at Litchfield, viewers 
can expect to see Daya’s decision 
on whether or not to shoot Officer 
Humphrey, the outcome of the 
(developing) riot, and whether or 
not Poussey “receives” justice for 
her death.
Teasers and a trailer were re-
leased earlier, and the show will 
make its return to Netflix on June 
9.  
Any noise around 
[the bill] seems 
to have focused 
on the Trump 
Administration’s 
continued loyalty 
to corporate allies 
than his promised 
populist principles. 
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TRS 097,  puts too much emphasis on the critical methods and not on the Biblical text itself. (Emmaus’ Door by Janet Brooks-Gerloff)
Late last month, the House 
and Senate, backed by President 
Trump, decided to repeal an 
Obama-era piece of legislation 
that would have prevented In-
ternet Service Providers (ISP) 
from selling your online data. 
This piece of legislation allows 
companies like Comcast and 
AT&T to continue marketing your 
online data in pursuit of targeted 
advertising.  
The now repealed bill, passed 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission in 2016, would have 
required ISP’s to seek consumer 
permission before using their 
information. It would have come 
into effect this year, and yet its re-
peal has passed quietly. Any noise 
around it seems to have focused 
on the Trump Administration’s 
continued loyalty to corporate 
allies rather than his promised 
populist principles. However, the 
problem is that the ramifications 
of online privacy seem abstract to 
the average internet surfer.  
The silence or general apathy 
around the repeal of this bill may 
have to do with our sense of the 
BY MARSHALL LYMBURN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
TRS 097: Why you really don’t like your Bible class
As a Theology and Religious 
Studies (TRS) major and a former 
TRS tutor, I have encountered 
many students who have taken 
the required course: The Bible and 
its Interpretation, or TRS 097. Ac-
cording to the class description, the 
course is designed to introduce stu-
dents to the Bible, a text which “has 
served as inspiration and catalyst for 
a great number of central events in 
human history” and has “had a pro-
found influence on art, literature, 
philosophy, and politics for over two 
thousand years.” Unfortunately, all 
too often I have found that students 
finish the course disenchanted and 
suspicious of the biblical text, rather 
than informed and inspired. I wish 
to offer a few reasons why this might 
be the case.
Before I begin, let me be clear 
about a couple things. First of all, I 
am not proposing that TRS 097 be 
removed from the core curriculum. 
It seems blatantly obvious to me that 
“an understanding of the Bible is es-
sential for a well-informed perspec-
tive on the world.” Secondly, I am not 
mounting an ad-hominem attack on 
any or all of the TRS faculty. I know 
most of them personally and have 
nothing but respect and admiration 
for them. In fact, I am indebted to 
many of the faculty for allowing me 
to interview them in preparation for 
this article. Thirdly, I am not argu-
ing that TRS 097 become a means 
by which to convert or indoctrinate 
the student body. I believe that the 
purpose of a TRS course at Saint 
Mary’s is to invite students to engage 
with and understand the mate-
rial. Whether or not we accept the 
ideas as divinely inspired truth is a 
struggle that thankfully most faculty 
are happy to engage with outside of 
the classroom.
Positively, then, I write this article 
for two reasons: To enter my peda-
BY ANDREW GAI 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Repealed bill lets companies sell your data; be careful online
gogical critique into the faculty dis-
cussion, and to challenge my fellow 
students to do the worthwhile work 
of engaging with the Bible.
So what is my critique? I be-
lieve that the critical methods (i.e. 
methods of interpretation that 
grapple with questions outside of 
the Biblical narrative, covering the 
various influences [social, historical, 
political] of the Biblical authors, who 
these Biblical authors were, and how 
the text has been revised since its 
authorship) have often been falsely 
presented in opposition to the 
faith-based and normative Catholic 
interpretation of scripture. Though 
this move is typically implicit and 
unintentional, overemphasizing 
these critical methods has distracted 
students from engaging with the 
Bible on its own terms. I do not wish 
to oversimplify the issue, because 
I am aware of the nuanced ways 
which different faculty approach 
the course, and I know of a few 
professors that I think avoid these 
problems quite well. However, the 
sour fruits of a poorly cultivated 
Bible class are too atrophying and 
pervasive to be ignored.
The first stumbling block en-
countered by students is the per-
ception of the critical methods 
as contrary to the way Catholics 
and other thoughtful Christians 
interpret their Holy Bible. Within 
the Catholic tradition, the critical 
methods are embraced as perfectly 
legitimate ways of discovering true 
things about the text (Dei Verbum). 
Often times when students are pre-
sented with a claim such as, “The 
crucifixion accounts do not match 
chronologically,” they believe that 
the statement is inherently scandal-
ous to people of faith who laud the 
text as “inspired” and “infallible.” On 
the contrary, the Catholic tradition 
has an extremely nuanced under-
standing of the terms “inspired” and 
“infallible.” This is not a naive, “The 
differences aren’t real” subterfuge, 
but an intriguing, “The Biblical 
authors have a different sense of 
what it means to write a historical 
narrative than us, and so we have 
to understand them as bringing out 
different true things about Christ 
through their narrative construc-
tion” way of reading the text. In 
other words, I hope that the faculty 
will take adequate time explaining 
that the critical methods, used with 
humility, are not problematic for 
Catholics. In fact, they are good.
However, while good, the critical 
methods are not the gospel. Which 
leads me to the other, and more 
pervasive problem: overemphasiz-
ing the critical methods. Consider 
the Biblical text as a fine wine. It is 
meant to be savored, shared with 
friends, enhance good food, and be 
rejoiced in. A good wine can provide 
a transformative experience. The 
critical methods, on the other hand, 
are the bits of information that the 
wine snob delights in sharing with 
us at a party. Through extensive 
research and postulations he has 
developed a theory about what 
grapes were used from what region 
of Italy, stomped by whom and sent 
to ferment at what private location. 
These interesting facts may very 
well enhance our experience of 
the wine, but if we have never been 
marvelously intoxicated, then we 
will never know why wine exists 
in the first place, and why people 
care so much about it. Similarly, the 
critical methods can tell us all kinds 
of interesting extra-Biblical facts, 
many of which can even shed some 
light on the text. However, they will 
never provide what has intoxicated 
Christians for the past two thousand 
years: the blood of the lamb who 
was slain for the sins of the world. 
Students need not believe in the gos-
pel, but we must engage with it on 
its own terms, with the demanding 
theological claims it is trying to pro-
pose. We must encounter the Jesus 
whose life, death, and resurrection 
fulfills the scriptures, and frees the 
world from the bondage of sin; even 
if we do not call him “My Lord and 
my God” (John 20:28).
Much more than a core curricu-
lum requirement is on the line. We 
students must become biblically 
literate if we are to have any signifi-
cant knowledge of the culture from 
which most of us have descended. 
If we do not take this course seri-
ously, not only will our experience 
of great western art, poetry, and 
thought be shallow, but we will have 
missed the opportunity to wrestle 
with complex and commanding 
ideas. In a time when so much divi-
sion is caused by a genuine lack of 
understanding, the TRS 097 course 
can at least be a training ground for 
engaging with ideas different from 
our own. So I beg you, my fellow 
students, do not be distracted by 
guessing at grapes, but rather be in-
toxicated by the chalice of salvation. 
I pray our professors to welcome us 
to the table of plenty, and to pour us 
a tall glass.
internet as a kind of wild west in 
the 21st century. The internet still 
feels infinite and often intangible 
even though we have built our 
lives around it for the better part 
of the past two decades. We do not 
step into it with complete naivete. 
Anyone who has been hacked or 
suffered a simple computer virus 
is aware of the complex forces be-
yond their control in cyberspace. 
Because of this, few people really 
go online without some suspicion 
that somebody somewhere, could 
see what they have been doing. By 
that reasoning, if we live with the 
sense that our information is al-
ready compromised, who cares if 
now we simply know who has it? 
Who cares if it is being catalogued 
and sold?
We all should care. Just be-
cause the tracking and selling of 
your information does not feel 
like theft or intrusion, it does not 
mean there will not be repercus-
sions from our lack of internet 
privacy. Here is something we’ve 
all had happen in our online ven-
tures: Say you go online to look 
for a new pair of headphones. 
You find the pair you are looking 
for and purchase them. Then, for 
the next few days, the margins of 
the websites you visit are filled 
with advertisements for head-
phones. Your ISP has catalogued 
your information and allowed 
advertisers to market what they 
think you want. Companies like 
Facebook and Google have been 
doing this with news and adver-
tising for years.
All ISPs do this. And while this 
might not feel like “spying” if you 
have nothing to hide, the reper-
cussions of being marketed this 
“micro” environment of your own 
wants — and more importantly, 
your beliefs — has created distor-
tion and polarity. Say you were 
not looking for headphones, but 
rather The Young Turks — you 
can expect leftist progressive 
news to start showing up in your 
feed. Search Breibart? Brace 
yourself for a flurry of alt-right 
articles.  
More and more of our world-
view is being constructed by what 
we see on the internet, as we 
spend more time online. Indeed, 
the internet has not just influ-
enced a subset of our worldview, 
but is rapidly becoming a main 
architect of its construction.  
Perhaps you are aware of tar-
geted advertising as you browse 
the internet. It is often blatant. 
But simple awareness of it may 
not be enough. We are often 
complicit in mentioning an ar-
ticle having only seen its title on 
our newsfeed. How do we really 
know the facts? We see a headline 
in our news feed, mention it to a 
friend, and move on without ever 
fact checking it. I recall talking 
to a friend last year about a (now 
well known) quote I saw from 
President Trump stating that if 
he were to run for president he 
would run Republican because 
of their stupidity. The quote, as 
we now know, was a classic piece 
of fake news.  
More insidiously, this micro 
world is natural. It makes our 
browsing experience comfort-
able and easy at the cost of facing 
what can seem like irrelevant or 
irreconcilable views. Our impulse 
at times of polarity and distress 
tells us to run to what is safe, not 
to confront difficult realities. But 
petty economic pretenses have 
made our internet browsing ex-
perience an increasingly closed 
loop of our own ideas, and a bill 
that would have helped us beat 
back some of our biases is now 
out the window. 
So what do we do? Internet 
privacy advocates would tell you 
to use a Tor browser or purchase 
a VPN for your IP address. Or, 
like myself, you could try to spend 
as little time as possible online, 
though I could hardly advocate 
this confidently in the face of our 
investments towards a digital life. 
Approach with caution. This is 
not just about corporate greed 
or a President with an agenda. 
It is about the awareness and 
discipline to push through the 
easy comforts of our own reality 
and engage with the greater un-
comfortable truths of our world.
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Sports 
this week
Tue. @ UC Davis, 2:30 p.m.
Fri. vs San Diego, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. vs San Diego, 1:00 p.m.
Sun. vs San Diego, 1:00 p.m.
Eric Valenzuela and the Gaels 
will have a short stint visiting the 
Aggies of UC Davis before coming 
home for a key three-game series 
with San Diego. Sitting in fifth 
place, the Gaels have three more 
conference series to try to make up 
ground between themselves and 
first-place BYU. 
TRACK
SOFTBALL
BASEBALL
Wed. @ Stanford, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Pacific, 12:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Pacific, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Pacific, 12:00 p.m.
After a rough series-loss to LMU 
over the weekend, Saint Mary’s 
continues a long seven-game 
string of road games by visiting 
Stanford in a midweek game and 
Pacific in a three-game series 
against the second-place Tigers. 
The Gaels have just one more 
series following this week, as they 
host first-place BYU to close out 
their season. 
Fri @ UC Irvine Steve Scott 
Invitational
Sat. @ Sacramento State Open
Saint Mary’s heads to UC Irvine 
for the Steve Scott Invitational, 
then they visit Hornet Stadium 
for the Sacramento State Open on 
Saturday.  The Gaels are coming off 
a week in which they set a number 
of personal bests at the Cal-hosted 
Brutus Hamilton Open at Edwards 
Stadium. 
Competition of NBA playoffs heats up in second round
BY RYAN MOYLE
STAFF WRITER
LEBRON JAMES is trying to reach his seventh straight  Finals, but he will have to go through Toronto to get there. (Courtesy of USA Today Sports)
Softball drops three straight in road series at LMU
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
HAILEY SPARACINO homered in the Gaels’ second game of a doubleheader on Saturday against LMU. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
The second round of the NBA 
Playoffs kicked off on Sunday, 
and eight teams continued to 
battle for a shot at the title. The 
usual suspects and last three 
NBA champions made it through 
the first round relatively un-
scathed. LeBron James and his 
Cavaliers look to give Cleveland 
its second consecutive champi-
onship, while the rugged Spurs 
and their timeless coach Gregg 
Popovich are hungry for an-
other banner. And of course, the 
Golden State Warriors are ready 
to avenge their crushing loss in 
the Finals last season. 
In recent memory, the Eastern 
Conference has been the weaker 
half of the NBA. LeBron has ab-
solutely dominated, competing 
in six straight NBA Finals. This 
year he continued his streak 
of first round sweeps as the 
Cavaliers outlasted the Pac-
ers in a well fought first-round 
matchup. This time, James and 
the Cavs face-off against the 
third-seeded Raptors. Toronto 
has had a superb season, but 
they simply don’t have the fire-
power to hang with Cleveland 
in a seven-game series. Despite 
having some high-level players 
in DeMar DeRozan and Kyle 
Lowry,  Toronto will  simply 
struggle to outscore Cleveland’s 
three-headed offensive attack of 
James, Kyrie Irving, and Kevin 
Love. There will be some high-
scoring games, but Cleveland 
should have this wrapped up in 
five games. 
Meanwhile in the West, James 
Harden is having the best season 
of his career and has brought his 
Rockets to be a legitimate title 
contender. However, they have 
a tough task in front of them, 
facing a disciplined Spurs team 
that has put together another 
stellar year, earning the second 
seed in the West.  Although 
Houston has had a great season, 
there is not enough talent on the 
Rockets to take down the Spurs, 
who are led by standout two-way 
player Kawhi Leonard. Along 
with Leonard, veteran guards 
Tony Parker and Manu Gino-
bili make up a solid backcourt, 
while LaMarcus Aldridge and 
Pau Gasol make up the front-
court. Harden has put together 
a career-season, but there are 
realistically only two teams 
from the West who can compete 
with the Cavaliers. 
Look for the Spurs to prevail 
in six games in a hard-fought 
and highly entertaining series. 
The Boston Celtics and the 
Washington Wizards will also be 
squaring off in the second round. 
After a rough start going down 
2-0 in the first round, Isaiah 
Thomas and his Celtics rallied 
back to win four consecutive 
games against the Bulls, who 
struggled once Rajon Rondo 
went down despite having an 
excellent backcourt that in-
cluded Jimmy Butler and Dwy-
ane Wade. The Wizards beat the 
Atlanta Hawks in the first round 
in six games and are looking for 
their backcourt of John Wall 
and Bradley Beal to carry them 
into the Conference Finals. The 
Celtics have proven that they 
can respond to adversity. With 
Thomas and Al Horford leading 
the way, they can compete with 
Cavaliers to represent the East 
in the Finals. The young Isaiah 
Thomas has the potential to pos-
sibly be league MVP, but for now 
he will compete in the Eastern 
Conference Finals to play Cleve-
land. The Celtics take this series 
in six games.
The second round of the NBA 
playoffs should present many 
great games. After many blow-
outs in the first round, the field 
should now be more competi-
tive, as a chance for the Confer-
ence Championship is on the 
line. Expect the Warriors and 
Cavaliers to turn it up a notch 
as June comes closer and the 
stakes become higher.  
In a three-game series with Loyola 
Marymount in Los Angeles, Saint 
Mary’s fell behind in each contest, 
eventually getting swept by an LMU 
team that had lost seven out of their 
previous nine games before this 
past weekend’s action. The Gaels 
now prepare for a season-closing 
matchup with first-place BYU, a club 
unbeaten in conference play.
Saint Mary’s and Gonzaga got 
the series started with game one of 
a doubleheader early on Saturday, 
with LMU outpacing the Gaels 2-0. 
Knotted at 0-0 with the Gaels for 
almost six innings, LMU finally took 
the lead with two outs in the bottom 
of the sixth inning when junior Sa-
brina Tebou doubled to left-center 
to drive home two runs. 
The Gaels loaded the bases with 
two outs in the final frame, but 
LMU’s Andy Wellins got the strike-
out the Lions desperately needed to 
take the first game of the series. 
In game two of the Saturday dou-
bleheader, Saint Mary’s rallied to 
once again load the bases in the final 
inning with a chance to take the lead. 
However, once again, the Gaels failed 
to get the two-out hit they needed 
and fell 5-4. 
The Gaels started the second 
contest strongly. Junior Hailey 
Sparacino hit her second homerun of 
the year in the first inning put Saint 
Mary’s up early 1-0. 
After holding the Lions scoreless 
through the first three innings, se-
nior Katie Moss ran into trouble in 
the fourth. Amanda Dirks homered 
to tie the game, and later in the in-
ning pinch-runner Caitlin Harman 
stole home to give LMU a lead they 
would increase in the sixth inning.
With a run already across in the 
inning, LMU’s Irma Sanchez drove 
in two runs with a double to give the 
Lions a commanding 5-1 lead. 
The Gaels didn’t go down without 
a fight in the seventh inning. Nikki 
Alexander, Cara DiMercurio, and 
Halle Sullivan all drove in runs in a 
three-run seventh inning. But with 
the bases loaded, Rachael Farrington 
got the groundball she and the Lions 
needed to escape with the victory.
In the series finale, Saint Mary’s 
again tried to come back from a 
deficit, but the Lions triumphed 3-1 
to complete their first conference 
sweep of the season. 
A three-run fourth proved to be 
all LMU would need. Brooke Chris-
tensen put the Lions on the board 
with an RBI-single to right. Later in 
the inning, Tebou, whose double put 
LMU ahead in the series-opening 
game, pulled a homer to left to make 
it a 3-0 LMU advantage. 
Saint Mary’s added a run in the 
fifth when Alexander singled in a 
run, but that would be all they would 
get against a stingy Lions pitching 
staff that allowed just five runs in the 
three-game series. 
With the season winding to a 
close, Saint Mary’s will take on Stan-
ford and Pacific in a four-game week. 
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Baseball wins two out of three against Gonzaga
BY TYLER BINDI
STAFF WRITER
Women’s tennis 
ousted in first-
round heart-
breaker
KEVIN MILAM had career-highs in hits (5) and innings pitched (5 and 1/3) in the Gaels’ thrilling 9-8 win on Saturday. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Meet the Athlete: Megan Zummo talks women’s lacrosse
Megan Zummo, a senior mid-
fielder, just wrapped up her last 
season on the lacrosse team. As a 
native from Dublin, Calif., Zummo 
began playing lacrosse eight years 
ago during her first year of high 
school. Zummo played for Bear-
lax, the local lacrosse club in the 
East Bay, where she attended 
tournaments across the country. 
She was recruited by Saint Mary’s 
after attending a large recruiting 
camp called Western Winners. 
After that camp, she attended a few 
Saint Mary’s summer camps and 
was eventually offered a partial 
scholarship the summer before 
her senior year. Accepting the offer 
to attend Saint Mary’s was just the 
beginning for Zummo.
A typical offseason day for the 
women’s lacrosse team starts with 
a two-hour practice at 6:30 a.m. 
and consists mostly of condition-
ing.  Zummo and her teammates 
then attend their classes. As a Divi-
sion I athlete, Zummo ensures she 
stays healthy by carrying around 
snacks. For about three days a 
week, Zummo and her teammates 
attend an hour long weightlifting 
session and then return to the 
library or their rooms to take a 
nap or do homework. As a college 
student, sleep is important, but as 
an athlete, Zummo must ensure 
she gets plenty of sleep so she is 
alert and rested for her classes, 
practice, and games. 
With her busy schedule, Zummo 
has learned a lot of time man-
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
agement skills. When she isn’t 
at lacrosse practice or studying 
for accounting exams, Zummo 
enjoys reading or binge watching 
shows on Netflix, but she enjoys 
hanging out with friends the most. 
With a pretty competitive group 
of friends, Zummo and her squad 
enjoy going to the Rec Center, 
playing basketball, going to the 
pool or exploring the Bay Area by 
shopping and trying new foods.
In her last season of lacrosse, 
Zummo and her teammates 
learned the women’s lacrosse pro-
gram will be reclassified as a club 
sport.  “I hope the girls involved 
find more success in their new 
conference compared to my four 
years,” said Zummo. As Zummo 
herself referenced, the women’s 
lacrosse team experienced many 
struggles when it came to win-
ning, especially after winning 
just one game this past season. 
“With the resources we were given 
through the athletic department, 
we weren’t able to compete against 
the other teams in our confer-
ence,” said Zummo. “Losing to the 
degree we did wasn’t what anyone 
signed up for.” Zummo hopes the 
women’s lacrosse program is able 
to receive more resources through 
Campus Recreation. With the 
increasing success of the men’s 
and women’s rugby programs, it 
should be interesting to see how 
the women’s lacrosse transitions 
to being managed by Campus 
Recreation.
Megan Zummo also hopes that 
women’s lacrosse as a sport gains 
more popularity. She wants peo-
ple to know that there are many 
misconceptions about women’s 
lacrosse. One of the biggest myths 
about women’s lacrosse is that 
it is not the same game as men’s 
lacrosse. “The men’s game has 
different rules, equipment, field 
lines, and strategies. They also 
have padding so they can hit, simi-
lar to football,” said Zummo. She 
went on to say that even though 
the women do not have padding, 
their game is still very physical, 
and she and her teammates have 
the bruises to show it. 
Women’s sports in general do 
not receive the amount of cov-
erage they deserve. “Women’s 
lacrosse continues to grow on the 
West Coast and gets the public-
ity it deserves,” she said. For five 
out of their nine away games, the 
women’s lacrosse team traveled to 
the East Coast, most likely because 
lacrosse is extremely popular on 
the East Coast. ESPN has the “Top 
10 Plays” segment, and the major-
ity of the plays are from men’s 
sports. Nevertheless, Zummo 
enjoyed the attention she sees 
women’s lacrosse starting to get, 
especially on ESPNW. Like many 
female athletes and supporters 
of women’s sports, Zummo be-
lieves increased attention is long 
overdue. “The sports media can 
do more [and] we shouldn’t have 
to make crazy ridiculous plays to 
get some highlights or more live 
coverage,” she explained.
Although Zummo will not be 
playing lacrosse as much as she did 
at Saint Mary’s, she hopes to be in-
volved with her alumni group from 
the Bearlax Club. After graduation, 
Zummo will be working for a pub-
lic accounting firm called Moss 
Adams LLP in San Francisco.
MEGAN ZUMMO wrapped up her collegiate lacrosse career. (Courtesy of Joseph Zummo)
In a tightly-contested battle in 
the first round of the West Coast 
Conference Championships, 
sixth-seeded BYU outlasted the 
third-seeded Gaels 4-3, ending 
the Gaels season on Thursday at 
Biszantz Family Tennis Center 
in Claremont, Calif. With the 
upset, the Cougars exacted some 
revenge by eliminating a Gaels 
team that had defeated them 4-2 
earlier in the same week. 
Saint Mary’s began Thursday 
with impressive play in dou-
bles action. Kareena Manji and 
Jana McCord teamed up to de-
feat BYU’s Kate Cusic and Tay-
lah Beckman 6-2. Saint Mary’s 
dropped one doubles match 
when Savannah Ware and Na-
tella Nabeiva defeated Emma 
Critser and Danielle McIntyre 
6-4, but the Gaels team of sopho-
more Clementine Clement and 
freshman Jacqueline Pelletier 
came through with a 7-6 (2) over 
Samantha Smith and Demi Per-
kinson to give Saint Mary’s the 
doubles point. 
In singles play, it was BYU who 
came out on fire. Natella Na-
beiva and Savannah Ware won on 
courts one and two, respectively. 
Those two wins helped put BYU 
up 3-1 and on the verge of victory. 
But Saint Mary’s wouldn’t go 
down without a fight. Freshman 
Danielle McIntyre took down 
Alana Bourgeois on court six 6-3, 
2-6, 6-4. Then Clement came with 
a win of her own on court three, as 
she downed Cusic 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 to 
pull the Gaels even at 3-3. 
In an epic battle unfolding on 
court four between Manji and 
Smith, each player took a set on 
a tiebreaker to force a third and 
deciding set. In the end, Smith 
found a way to push BYU over the 
edge with a 6-3 win that gave the 
Cougars the 4-3 team victory and 
entry into the conference tourna-
ment semifinals. 
With their season coming to a 
close, the Gaels will look ahead 
to next season, when they’ll be 
without the services of seniors 
McCord and Parminder Kaur. 
Nevertheless, head coach Lisa Al-
ipaz has the talent of young play-
ers like Pelletier and McIntyre to 
mix with more experienced play-
ers like Manji, Clement, Critser, 
and Vanessa Nommensen in the 
Gaels’ bid to challenge perennial 
WCC powerhouse Pepperdine. 
Before the tournament last 
Thursday, McCord received All-
WCC Second Team Singles hon-
ors, while the doubles team of 
McCord and Manji received 
Second Team Doubles honors 
thanks to their 7-4 record as 
a doubles team. In addition, 
Pelletier earned a selection as 
an All-WCC Singles Honorable 
Mention. 
BYU
3
4
Saint Mary’s
The Saint Mary’s baseball team 
started last week with a tough 6-5 
loss at San Jose State on Tuesday. 
The Spartans scored two runs in the 
bottom of the eighth to win the non-
conference matchup and split the 
season series with the Gaels.  Austin 
Chauvin (2 for 2) and Kevin Milam 
(3 for 4) lead the team offensively for 
Saint Mary’s, but it wasn’t enough to 
overcome the four walks that SJSU 
drew in the eighth inning, including 
a go-ahead bases-loaded walk that 
proved to be the winning run.
The Gaels then marched up to 
Spokane, Washington, for a three-
game set with the Gonzaga. Before 
the series began, the Bulldogs were 
tied for first place in the West Coast 
Conference, and the Gaels were 
battling for a spot in the four-team 
postseason conference tournament. 
When all the dust had settled, Saint 
Mary’s walked away with wins in 
the first two games of the series, but 
Gonzaga avoided the sweep with 
clutch hitting late on Sunday.  The 
Gaels moved to 11-7 in conference 
play, and Gonzaga to 15-6.
Saint Mary’s snapped Gonzaga’s 
eight-game winning streak with a 
7-3 win in the first game of the series. 
The Gaels knocked Gonzaga’s ace Eli 
Morgan around to the tune of seven 
runs on eleven hits.  The four-time 
WCC Pitcher of the Week and three-
time national player of the week was 
still able to strike out 12 Gaels, but he 
couldn’t keep the Saint Mary’s of-
fense in check.  Chauvin led the way 
for Saint Mary’s once again, and both 
he and Edward Haus tallied three 
hits on the day. 
Saint Mary’s dominated game 
two, due primarily to Milam’s efforts. 
At the plate, the freshman two-way 
star went 5 for 6 with a home run and 
3 RBIs. On the mound, he pitched 
5.1 innings while racking up six 
strikeouts to earn the victory. It was 
Milam’s tenth-inning go-ahead hit 
that gave the Gaels the 9-8 series-
clinching victory. Saint Mary’s of-
fense was dialed in on Saturday, as 
they had five hitters with two or 
more hits, including home runs from 
Milam, Zach Kirtley, and Jackson 
Thoreson.
The Gaels entered game three 
with dreams of sweeping their WCC 
foe, but those dreams were crushed 
when Jace Vandebrake laced a walk 
off single into center field to give 
Gonzaga a 12-11 win in the bottom 
of the tenth inning.  For the second 
straight game, the two WCC heavy-
weights needed more than nine 
innings to decide a victor.  Gonzaga 
jumped out to an early lead by scor-
ing seven runs in the first inning and 
tacking on three more in the third. 
However, the Gaels bullpen was able 
to keep the Bulldogs off the board up 
until the bottom of the ninth, when 
Sam Brown collected his fifth hit of 
the day on a game-tying single.  Zach 
Kirtley led the way for Saint Mary’s, 
going 3 for 6 with three RBIs and col-
lecting his second home run in just as 
many days.  Jackson Thoreson also 
finished the series with another nice 
day at the plate by going 3 for 5 with 
a double and two RBIs.  However, 
ultimately it was the clutch hitting 
of the Bulldogs that allowed them to 
avoid the sweep.  
Saint Mary’s will hit the road for 
a non-conference matchup at UC 
Davis to complete a rather unortho-
dox season series against the Aggies. 
Saint Mary’s won the first game in 
Las Vegas, as part of the UNLV clas-
sic, 6-4, and the second matchup 
5-2 in Davis.  The Gaels will then 
be coming home for a crucial WCC 
weekend series against USD, who 
are 14-7 in WCC play.  San Diego is 
clinging to the fourth and final spot 
in the WCC Tournament, and Saint 
Mary’s will attempt to take it away 
from them as they continue on with 
their postseason push.
